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From well before biblical days, Azor has been situated on an important cross roads between 

the north-south Kingôs highway (Via Maris ï the way of the sea) and the east-west Jaffa-

Jerusalem road. Azor draws its name from an ancient lake, on whose shores it was founded 

over  10,000 years ago. 
The name Azor first appears in the Assyrian Sennacherib prism (an 

example of the Assyrian kingôs annals, which catalogue annual 

accomplishments), from the 8th century BC: ñIn the continuation of my 

campaign I besieged Beth Dagon, Joppa, Banai-Barqa, Azuru, cities 

belonging to Sidqia who did not bow to my feet quickly enough; I 
conquered them and carried their spoils away.ò 

Azor in ancient cuneiform writing  

Since its establishment and until present day, Azor has been under various rulers 

(archeological remnants were found dating back to the Chalcolithic era), but it 

would seem that the crusader period left the greatest mark.   

As a highly motivated Christian and a devout catholic, Godfrey of Bouillon 

(probably a city in the region of Brabant, part of present-day Belgium), the Frankish 

knight who was head of the Bouillon order, recognized the need to liberate the Holy 

Sepulcher (holy tomb of Jesus Christ) in Jerusalem from Muslim rule. In the 11th 

century, Godfrey sought to reach Jerusalem as quickly as possible. He conquered 

Jaffa, conspired with benefactors from Pisa, Italy, for the ongoing provision of 

equipment and supplies, and marched on Jerusalem, launching the first crusade 

(1099A.D.). Upon his arrival to Jaffa, Godfrey required a convenient place for 

hosting his horses and cavalry, and therefore took over Tel Azor (óTelô is the Hebrew 

terminology for Barrow or Archeological hill), where the people of Pisa will  build a 

cavalry fort. 
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In 1099 the first crusader fort in Israel is built on a hill  overlooking the 

high-road and the surrounding plains ï the Tel Azor. 

 

Godfreyôs brother, Baldwin I of Edessa (French: Baudouin de Boulogne) 

completes the building of the fort and names it óThe fort of the plainô, or in 

Godfrey and Baldwinôs language ï óChateau de plainô. 

 

The family rules Jerusalem for an additional 80 years before returning to 

Belgium. 

 

The fort overlooks the Kingôs Highway from the Jaffa port to Jerusalem, 

and the entire surrounding plain. 

 

In 1187 the fort is captured by Saladin who destroys it. 

 

During the third crusade of king Richard Lionheart of England, the fort is 

restored in 1191. 

Israel Antiquities Authority ï Conservation field, central region 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fe/Chypre_and_J%C3%A9rusalem.png


 

 

5        July 2011 

The crusader fort ï Tel Azor 
T
e

l A
z
o

r ï
 H

is
to

ric
 s

u
m

m
a

ry 

In 1265 one of the greatest battles between crusaders and Mamluks (present day 

Turks) took place, during which the fort was captured by the Mamluk leader, 

Baibars, who ordered it destroyed. 

Only two towers remained of the fort, which were restored during the Ottoman reign 

ï the eastern tower, and the western tower, which became a mosque. 

Restoring the fort and turning it into a tourist attraction has great importance and 

potential: 

Å Christian  site ï as the first crusader fort to be built in the Holy Land; 

Å Israeli heritage - due to its strategic location along the road to Jerusalem, the 

town played a key role in Israelôs war of independence and the establishment of 

Israel; 

Å Site location ï the site is located in the center of the town, overlooking the entire 

area and is used for community and educational activities; 

Å Town location ï the town is located within a highly populated area, close to Tel-

Aviv, Jaffa and Jerusalem; 

Å Other sites ï the town has several other historical sites of note. 

The compound is spread over the high mound and the towers are in a state of partial 

ruin, but the topographic location, the magnificent view it affords of the surrounding 

area and its unique association with the crusades highlight the need for the fortôs 

restoration and for transforming it into a cultural, touristic and educational focal 

point. 
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Goals and objectives 

Å Reconstructing and preserving the site, with an emphasis on its 

importance as a crusader site; 

Å Emphasizing the fortresses centrality in the town of Azor; 

Å Making the site accessible by foot or by car and establishing a 

connection with the trade center; 

Å Establishing a connection with other historical sites in Azor; 

Å Establishing a tourist project (for both internal and external tourism); 

Å Integrating the site within town and youth activities;  

Å Creating a cafeteria, a visitor center, lookout points and a museum. 

Milestones for accomplishing objectives: 

Å Having architects survey the fort compound; 

Å Presenting an architectural master-plan which includes blueprints 

and design fees; 

Å Preparing an architectural design based pamphlet that will  be used 

for fund-raising and support for restoring the fortress; and 

Å Carrying out other necessary activities as the project unfolds.   
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Planning access routes to the site, 

development, gardening and parking ï 

objectives: 

Creating access routes to the site (both on foot 

and by car) and a handicap and pram access 

pathway coming out of the north entrance to the 

fortress plaza. 

Developing the site scenery: pathways, flora, 

shaded areas and a walking path reaching the 

site from the east end. 

Organizing a parking lot for private vehicles and 

busses at the foot of the hill,  at the north-east 

end of the hill . 

Adding harmonious shrubbery for existing fauna 

and flora, restoring and fortifying the fortress 

wall, designating areas for plants and trees of 

biblical/crusader times with a path compound 

and tree-shaded seating areas. 

Preparing lighting solutions for the garden and 

seating areas. 

Restoration and reconstruction of the western 

stairwell. 
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Designing a new facility  to support the site 

financially  

The facility will  harmonize architecturally and 

historically with the mound, will  be open to 

visitors and tourists and town residents, and will  

provide a lookout point to the surrounding area. 

The facility will  include a cafeteria for visitors. 

Next to the cafeteria, a kitchen and a storage 

space will  be located with convenient access for 

delivery. 

A handicap/pram path will  be created and the 

shading of the seating plaza will  be completed. 

Public restrooms will  be built. 

A cashier booth will  be built. 
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Restoring and preserving the west tower structure 

Giving the structure an aesthetic makeover by tiling, sealing the 

roof, laying proper piping, laying electricity and 

communication lines, flooring, painting, cleaning and finishing 

and providing signage. 

Restoring the front walls, building/restoring the stairwell, 

paving an entrance including handicap/pram access. 

Putting up an entrance door and proper windows. 

Preparing the inner space for the display of artifacts to be 

transferred there from the Azor and the Jerusalem museums 

along with the possible display of findings from the crusader 

period. 

Providing a space for groups to gather (pupils and visitors) in 

the museum with basic infrastructure for a light and sound 

display. 

Providing an emergency exit system on the south side of the 

fort. 

Providing infrastructure for sprinklers and/or fire hoses. 

Providing an A/C system for the central hall. 
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Restoring and preserving the east tower structure: 

Sealing and fortification of walls and flooring and creating an 

entrance. 

Building and restoring the fronts. 

Fortification and sealing of the roof. 

Building a stairwell in the historic location which affords the 

opportunity of climbing up to the roof for a lookout point and 

which takes into consideration issues of proper construction, 

aesthetics and safety. A safety ladder will  be incorporated on 

the roof which will  not interfere with the general appearance of 

the structure. 

Providing an inner space for teaching and instructing, which 

necessitates the inclusion of incorporating appropriate lighting 

systems. 

Managing the opening which leads to the underground cavern 

system. 
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Developing gathering areas on the site 

Designing shaded seating areas at the plaza currently located 

between the east and the west tower for holding public events 

for town residents and/or visitors. Access for the disabled to the 

cafeteria and proper lighting should be considered. 

 

Designing an acoustic wall which will  also be used for 

delimiting the fort area. The site could also be used for various 

purposes such as the screening of movies, local markets, 

dances, banquets, events for children, adults etc. 

 

Additional attractions could be provided based on the theme of 

the crusader period.  
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Amphitheatre at the eastern slope of the mound 

Providing a base for a levee with preparations for irrigation and grass to allow for seating, and/or installing 

benches/grandstands from recycled materials. 

Leveling the area at the foot of the mound to be used as a performance stage. The planned path from the east 

will  run alongside and will  merge with the amphitheater. 

Raising a separation wall between the houses and the stage, which will  be incorporated with planted trees at the 

back of the wall on the east. 

Providing preparations for lighting systems at the seating area and proper outputs for stage lighting and light 

and sound devices. 

Providing signage and directions to the site. 

Planning fencing and closing off the site on all sides with preparations for two entrances in which ticket selling 

and security arrangements can be carried out. 
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Planning guidelines 

The reconstruction plan must meet the demands of the Israel 

Antiquity and other relevant Authorities. 

Each part of the plan will  be performed in a structured and 

detailed manner for a reconstruction site with a separate and 

combined system of access, facilities, lighting, electricity and 

communications, including laying the foundations for 

surveillance cameras and drainage solutions. 

Since the entire project will  be executed in stages, a building 

plan should be provided specifying the different stages based on 

existing financial options and cash-flow conditions. 

The planner will  be provided with a map of the town and a 

topographic map of the hill,  as well as any other map required 

for designing the project. 
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Legend: 

 

1. Parking lot 

2. Handicap path 

3. Main entrance 

4. Event plaza 

5. Western stairwell 

6. Rising path from Herzl St. 

7. Route 44 (Jaffa - Jerusalem). 

1 2 3 
4 
5 6 

7 
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Legend: 

 

1. Eastern tower 

2. Western tower 

3. Cafeteria and restrooms 

4. Event plaza 

5. Parking lot 

6. Park 

7. Amphitheatre 

1 1 
2 3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Prepared based on the plan of Arch. Ram Shoef ï Israelôs Antiquities Authority 
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1. Future handicap path 

2. Paved path in the fort compound 

3. Stairwell north of the western tower 

4. Stairwell south of the western tower 

1 

2 

3 
4 
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1. Paved path on the site 

2. Rising path from Herzl St. 

3. Rising path from the parking lot 

1 

2 

3 
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1. Uprooting weeds around the towers 

2. Strengthening and nourishing existing flora  

3. Planting trees around the parking lot 

4. Incorporating lighting within the flora 
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Á Leveling/filling the ground after archeological examination. 

Á Presenting the archeological findings after preservation 

Á Spreading and tightening a bed layer of at least 40cm. 

Á Putting up low lighting 

Á Putting up directional and instructional signage 

Á Installing water-coolers, restrooms, a cashier's booth and other 

facilities. 
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