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The crusader fort -~ Tel Azor
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The crusadex fort - 1el Azor

Fromwell beforebiblical days,Azor hasbeensituatedon animportantcrossroadsbetween
the north-southK i n pighway (Via Maris i the way of the seg andthe eastwest Jaffa

Jerusalenmoad Azor drawsits namefrom anancientlake,on whoseshorest wasfounded

over 10,000yearsaga
The name Azor first appearsin the Assyrian Sennacherilprism (an m
R

example of the Assyrian k i n grnals, which catalogue annual b > V”V y PD? .
accomplishmentsfrom the 8" centuryBC: filn the continuationof my > | y L
campaignl besiegedBeth Dagon, Joppa, BanatBarqga, Azuru, cities Azor in ancient cuneiform writing
belongingto Sidgia who did not bow to my feet quickly enough |
congueredhemandcarried their spoilsawayo

Sinceits establishmenanduntil presenday, Azor hasbeenundervariousrulers
(archeologicaremnantswere found dating back to the Chalcolithic era), but it
would seenthatthe crusadeperiodleft thegreatestnark

As a highly motivated Christian and a devout catholic, Godfrey of Bouillon

(probablya city in theregionof Brabant partof presentday Belgium),the Frankish
knightwho washeadof the Bouillon order,recognizedhe needto liberatethe Holy

Sepulcher(tholy tomb of JesusChrist) in Jerusalenfrom Muslim rule. In the 11t

century, Godfrey soughtto reachJerusalemas quickly as possible He conquered
Jaffa, conspiredwith benefactorsfrom Pisa, Italy, for the ongoing provision of

equipmentand supplies,and marchedon JerusalemJaunchingthe first crusade
(109A.D.). Upon his arrival to Jaffa, Godfrey requireda convenientplace for

hostinghis horsesandcavalry,andthereforetook overTel Azor ( 6 TistHe @ebrew
terminologyfor Barrowor Archeologicalhill), wherethe peopleof Pisawill build a

cavalryfort.
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In 1099the first crusaderfort in Israelis built on a hill overlookingthe
high-roadandthe surroundingplainsi theTel Azor.

Go d f rbethed,Baldwin | of EdessaFrench Baudouinde Boulogne)
completeghe building of thefort andnamest érhefort of the plaind orin
GodfreyandB a | d Manguapé &Chateaudeplaina

SIH 1 Jozy |3l

The family rules Jerusalenfor an additional80 yearsbeforereturningto
Belgium

The fort overlooksthe K i n gliGhsvay from the Jaffa port to Jerusalem,
andtheentiresurroundingplain.

In 1187thefort is capturedoy Saladinwho destroyst.

During the third crusadeof king RichardLionheartof England,the fort is
restoredn 1191
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The crusader fort -~ Tel Azor

In 1265 one of the greatestbattlesbetweencrusadersand Mamluks (presentday
Turks) took place, during which the fort was capturedby the Mamluk leader,
Baibars who orderedt destroyed

Only two towersremainedof the fort, which wererestoredduring the Ottomanreign
I theeasterriower,andthewesterntower,which becamea mosque

Restoringthe fort and turning it into a tourist attractionhas greatimportanceand
potential

H 1102V |al

A Christian sitei asthefirst crusadefort to bebuilt in theHoly Land

A Israeli heritage - dueto its strategiclocation along the roadto Jerusalemthe
town playeda key role in | s r awvarloféirsdependenceand the establishmenof

Israel
A Sitelocationi thesiteis locatedin the centerof thetown, overlookingthe entire i <= ilm’mul
areaandis usedfor communityandeducationaéctivities I8N Sw

A Town location i thetown is locatedwithin a highly populatedarea,closeto Tel-
Aviv, JaffaandJerusalem

A Other sitesi thetown hasseverabtherhistoricalsitesof note

areaand its unique associatiorwith the crusadeshighlight the needfor the f o r=t —
restorationand for transformingit into a cultural, touristic and educationalfocal g, ) /-4
point
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Goalsand objectives

A Reconstructingand preservingthe site, with an emphasison its

importanceasa crusadesite

A Emphasizinghefortressesentralityin thetown of Azor;

A Making the site accessibleby foot or by car and establishinga

connectiorwith thetradecenter

A Establishinga connectiorwith otherhistoricalsitesin Azor;
A Establishingatouristproject(for bothinternalandexternaltourism)
A Integratingthesitewithin town andyouthactivities

A Creatinga cafeteriaa visitor centerjookoutpointsanda museum

Milestonesfor accomplishingobjectives

A Havingarchitectssurveythefort compound

A Presentingan architecturalmastesplan which includes blueprints

anddesignfees

A Preparingan architecturaldesignbasedpamphletthat will be used
for fund-raisingandsupportfor restoringthefortress and

A Carryingoutothernecessarpctivitiesasthe projectunfolds

Bracl Antlguilass Aatiwrily =
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The crusader fort -~ Tel Azor

Planning access routes to the site,
development, gardening and parking |

objectives jio

Creatingaccesgoutesto the site (both on foot *» s
and by car) and a handicapand pram access i
pathwaycomingout of the north entranceo the
fortressplaza

1102V |91

Developing the site scenery pathways,flora,
shadedareasand a walking path reachingthe
sitefrom theeastend

Organizinga parkinglot for privatevehiclesand
bussesat the foot of the hill, at the north-east
endof thehill.

Adding harmoniousshrubberyfor existingfauna j
and flora, restoring and fortifying the fortress
wall, designatingareasfor plants and trees of
biblical/crusadertimes with a path compound
andtreeshadedseatingareas

Preparinglighting solutionsfor the gardenand
seatingareas

Restorationand reconstructionof the western
stairwell
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rmsader fort

Designing a new facility to support the site
financially

The facility will harmonizearchitecturallyand
historically with the mound, will be open to
visitors andtouristsandtown residentsandwill
providealookoutpointto thesurroundingarea

V[oL

| 10Z

Thefacility will includea cafeteriafor visitors.
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Next to the cafeteria,a kitchen and a storage
spacewill belocatedwith convenientaccesgor
delivery

2
A
ﬂv'
s
4
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A handicap/pranpath will be createdand the .
shadingof theseatingplazawill becompleted
Publicrestroomawill bebuilt.

A cashieboothwill bebuilt.
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The crusader iort -~ Tel Azor

Restoring and preserving the westtower structure

Giving the structurean aesthetianakeoveiby tiling, sealingthe
roof, laying proper piping, laying electricity and
communicatiornlines, flooring, painting, cleaningandfinishing
andprovidingsignage

d 1102Y a1

Restoring the front walls, building/restoring the stairwell,
pavinganentranceancludinghandicap/pramaccess

Puttingup anentranceloorandproperwindows

Preparingthe inner spacefor the display of artifactsto be
transferredthere from the Azor and the Jerusalemmuseums
along with the possibledisplay of findings from the crusader
period

Providing a spacefor groupsto gather(pupils and visitors) in
the museumwith basic infrastructurefor a light and sound
display

Providing an emergencyexit systemon the south side of the
fort.

Providinginfrastructureor sprinklersand/orfire hoses

ProvidinganA/C systemnfor the centralhall.
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Restoring and preserving the easttower structure:

Sealingandfortification of walls andflooring and creatingan
entrance

Building andrestoringthefronts
Fortificationandsealingof theroof.

Building a stairwell in the historic location which affords the
opportunityof climbing up to the roof for a lookout point and
which takesinto considerationissuesof proper construction,
aestheticsand safety A safetyladderwill be incorporatedon

the roof which will notinterferewith the generalappearancef

thestructure

Providing an inner spacefor teachingand instructing, which
necessitatethe inclusion of incorporatingappropriatelighting
systems

Managingthe openingwhich leadsto the undergroundcavern
system
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Developinggathering areason the site

Designingshadedseatingareasat the plazacurrently located
betweenthe eastand the westtower for holding public events
for town residentsand/orvisitors Accessfor thedisabledto the
cafeteriaandproperlighting shouldbe considered

1 10zy |9]

Designing an acoustic wall which will also be used for
delimiting the fort area The site could alsobe usedfor various
purposessuch as the screeningof movies, local markets,
dancesbanquetseventdor children,adultsetc

Additional attractionscould be providedbasedon the themeof
thecrusadeperiod
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Amphitheatre at the easternslopeof the mound

Providing a basefor a leveewith preparationdor irrigation and grassto allow for seating,and/orinstalling
benches/grandstanftem recycledmaterials

Leveling the areaat the foot of the moundto be usedasa performancestage The plannedpathfrom the east
will runalongsideandwill mergewith theamphitheater

Raisinga separatiorwall betweerthe housesandthe stagewhich will beincorporatedvith plantedtreesatthe
backof thewall ontheeast

S9Y 1.10zV |3l

Providing preparationdor lighting systemsat the seatingareaand properoutputsfor stagelighting and light
andsounddevices

Providingsignageanddirectionsto thesite

Planningfencingandclosingoff the site on all sideswith preparationgor two entrances$n which ticket selling
andsecurityarrangementsanbe carriedout.
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Planning quidelines

The reconstructionplan must meetthe demandsof the Israel
Antiquity andotherrelevantAuthorities

Each part of the plan will be performedin a structuredand
detailedmannerfor a reconstructionsite with a separateand
combinedsystemof accessfacilities, lighting, electricity and
communications, including laying the foundations for
surveillancecamerasanddrainagesolutions

@
>
N
Q
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(D

Sincethe entire projectwill be executedin stagesa building
planshouldbe providedspecifyingthe differentstagesasedn
existingfinancialoptionsandcashflow conditions

The plannerwill be provided with a map of the town and a
topographicmap of the hill, aswell asany othermaprequired
for designingheproject
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Parkinglot
Handicappath
Main entrance
Eventplaza

Westernstairwell
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Risingpathfrom Herzl St

Route44 (Jaffa- Jerusalem)
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1. Easterrtower 2
2. Westerntower —_
3. Cafeterieandrestrooms CJ;
4. Eventplaza S
5. Parkinglot =
6. Park D
7. Amphitheatre
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Futurehandicappath
Pavedpathin thefort compound

Stairwellnorthof thewesterntower

Stairwellsouthof thewesterntower

ue|d 1.1ozvy |3l
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foration of paths and stairyveils
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1. Pavedpathonthesite

o
>

2. Risingpathfrom Herzl St

3. Risingpathfrom theparkinglot
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anting and gardening

Eld 1102V |9l

Uprootingweedsaroundthetowers

Strengtheningindnourishingexistingflora

Plantingtreesaroundthe parkinglot

= R

Incorporatindighting within theflora
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¢ arking lot

| 9
A Leveling/filling thegroundafterarcheologicaéxamination ]_>
A Presentinghearcheologicafindingsafterpreservation N
A Spreadin@ndtighteninga bedlayerof atleast40cm. C:D
A Puttinguplow lighting 'U
A Puttingupdirectionalandinstructionalsignage 5;
A Installing watercoolers, restrooms, a cashier's booth and other g

facilities.

Isracl Antlguilss Auwrily -
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